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KEI MURI I NGA KAPEKA | BEHIND THE SCENES

Our cover model, Jill McKenzie, 101, shares a moment with her two great-
nieces, Bryony Steven (left) and Genevieve Northcote, at her home in
Kaikoura. Genevieve wrote to Shepherdess to nominate Jill for a story, which
led us to send a photographer, Nancy Zhou, and a writer, Anna Brankin

(Kai Tahu, Kati Mamoe), to spend time with Jill to find out more. “We are so
proud of her as a family. She’s incredibly strong, she’s incredibly generous

- she just epitomises something so wholesome and real about rural women

in New Zealand,” says Genevieve. “She works the land, she’s practical, she’s
pragmatic. She’s had some tough things in her life and she just keeps on going
and finds joy in everyday purpose. She gives her smile and her thoughtfulness
so generously to others, and she just makes people feel really special - that’s
why she’s got so many lovely friends and a family that just adores her. I think
being with her we all come away feeling just super-grounded, and she puts an
amazing perspective on things. We can get pretty caught up in the whirl of life
- and here’s Jill at 101 out there planting her crop of tomatoes. Last March she
was putting horse poo in her glasshouse because she was determined she was
going to have a crop of tomatoes this summer” Read about Jill's remarkable
life and her love of the land on page 46.
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